
United Kingdom
The United Kingdom is found in north-western Europe. It is made up of: 

What’s the Weather like in the UK?
January and February are usually the coldest 
months in the UK, with temperatures anywhere 
between below 00C and 100C. In June, July 
and August temperatures can be in the range 
of 200C to 300C.

Education in the UK
Education in the UK can differ from country to country. Children normally go to 
nursery school and then start school at the age of 5. Primary school lasts until the 
age of 11 or 12 and children then move on to secondary education. Young people 
can leave secondary school at age 16 or continue until they are 18 years old.

Getting Around the UK
A roads and motorways are the main transport routes in the UK. Car, 
van, taxi or bus are some of the most common ways of travelling. 
Cycling is becoming a much more popular way of travelling too.

Scotland

Northern Ireland

England

Wales

Did You Know…?
In the UK, English is the official language spoken. In London alone, over 300 
languages are spoken.

Did You Know…?
In some cities in the UK, there are underground and 
overground trains that make crossing the city easier. 
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Sport in the UK
Cricket, football, rugby and golf all began in the UK. Some people in the UK enjoy 
watching and taking part in these sports. Horse racing, cycling and motor sports 
are also popular. 

Tourism in the UK
Over 40 million people visited the UK from abroad in 2018. The UK is the 6th 

biggest tourist destination in the world. Most visitors come from Europe. In 
London, many historic sites such as Big Ben, the Tower of London and Buckingham 
Palace attract thousands of visitors. Around the UK, many people visit places like 
Edinburgh Castle, Loch Ness, the Eden Project and Caernarfon Castle throughout 
the year.

United Kingdom
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Questions
1.	 Which countries are in the United Kingdom?�

�

2.	 Why do you think so many different languages are spoken in London?�

�

3.	 What is the official language spoken in the UK?�

�

4.	 Which months are the coldest and the warmest in the UK?�

�

5.	 At what age do children in the UK start primary school?�

�

6.	 How might you travel across a city in the UK?�

�

7.	 Which sports are popular in the UK?�

�

8.	 Name two popular tourist attractions in the UK.�

�

United  Kingdom
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Answers
1.	 Which countries are in the United Kingdom?�  

The countries in the United Kingdom are England, Scotland, Wales and  

Northern Ireland.

2.	 Why do you think so many different languages are spoken in London?�  

Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think different languages are spoken as many people 

visit the UK and they would speak different languages.

3.	 What is the official language spoken in the UK?�  

English is the official language spoken in the UK.

4.	 Which months are the coldest and the warmest in the UK?�  

January and February are usually the coldest months in the UK and June, July and 

August are usually the warmest.

5.	 At what age do children in the UK start primary school?�  

Children start school at the age of 5.

6.	 How might you travel across a city in the UK?�  

You could travel across a city using underground or overground trains, buses, taxis, car 

or by cycling.

7.	 Which sports are popular in the UK?�  

Accept any of the following: cricket, football, rugby, golf, tennis, horse racing, cycling, 

motor sports.

8.	 Name two popular tourist attractions in the UK.�  

Accept two of the following: Big Ben, the Tower of London, Buckingham Palace, 

Edinburgh Castle, Loch Ness, the Eden Project, Caernarfon Castle.
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United Kingdom
The UK is found in north-western Europe. It is surrounded by the English Channel, 
the North Atlantic Ocean, the Irish Sea and the North Sea. The United Kingdom 
is made up of: 

What Languages Are Spoken in the UK?
In the UK, English is the official language spoken. Welsh is also an official 
language and children in Wales must learn Welsh until they are sixteen years 
old. Gaelic, Irish and Cornish are also spoken in different parts of the UK. 

Education in the UK
Education in the UK can differ from country to 
country. Children normally go to nursery school 
and then start school at the age of 5. Primary 
school lasts up to the age of 11 or 12 years and 
children then move on to secondary education. 
Young people can leave secondary school at 
age 16 or continue until they are 18. Many then 
move on to further education colleges or higher 
education at university.

Did You Know…?
In the past, Britain ruled over many different countries around the world. 
These countries were part of the British Empire. Many British citizens are 
descended from people who arrived in the UK from other parts of the British 
Empire. Nowadays, many countries and colonies that were once ruled over 
by Britain have become independent.  

Scotland

Northern Ireland

England

Wales
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Getting Around the UK
A roads and motorways are the main transport routes in the UK. Car, 
van, taxi or bus are some of the most common ways of travelling. 
People can also use public transport, such as buses, trains, trams 
and ferries. In some cities in the UK, there are underground and 
overground trains that make crossing the city easier. Cycling 
is becoming a much more popular way of travelling.

Sport in the UK
Cricket, football, rugby and golf all began in the UK and many people 
in the UK enjoy watching and taking part in these sports. Horse racing, 
cycling and motor sports are also very popular. The UK has played host 
to major sporting events like the Olympics and the Commonwealth 
Games. Annual sporting events like Wimbledon (tennis), the Open (golf) 
and the Grand National (horse racing) attract large audiences at each 
event and through television or the Internet.

Food in the UK
Fish and chips are popular all over the UK. There are 
over 10,000 fish and chip shops throughout the United 
Kingdom. Cod and haddock are often used to make 
fish and chips. The fish is dipped in batter and 
fried until crispy. 

Tourism in the UK
Over 40 million people visited the UK from abroad in 2018. Most 
visitors come from Europe. In London, many historic sites such 
as Big Ben, the Tower of London or Buckingham Palace attract 
thousands of visitors. Around the UK, many people also visit places 
like Edinburgh Castle, Stonehenge, Loch Ness, Titanic Belfast, the 
Eden Project, Blackpool Tower and Cheddar Gorge.

United Kingdom

Did You Know…?
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II has ruled for longer than any other 
king or queen in British history. She was crowned in 1952.  
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Questions
1.	 Which seas and oceans surround the United Kingdom?�

�

2.	 In the past, Britain ruled over many different countries around the world. What were these 
countries a part of?�

�

3.	 Apart from English, what is another official language in the UK?�

�

4.	 How is education structured in the UK?�

�

�

5.	 What are the main transport routes in the UK?�

�

�

6.	 Why do you think travel by car, van, taxi or bus are the most common ways of travelling in 
the UK?�

�

�

7.	 Which annual sporting events are popular with spectators in the UK?�

�

8.	 Name a popular food found all over the UK.�

�

9.	 When did Queen Elizabeth II become Queen?�

�

10.	 Where do most visitors to the UK come from and why do you think they visit the UK?�

�

�
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Answers
1.	 Which seas and oceans surround the United Kingdom?�  

The United Kingdom is surrounded by the English Channel, the North Atlantic Ocean, the 

Irish Sea and the North Sea.

2.	 In the past, Britain ruled over many different countries around the world. What were these 
countries a part of?�  

The British Empire

3.	 Apart from English, which is the other official language in the UK?�  

Welsh

4.	 How is education structured in the UK?�  

Education normally starts in nursery before children go to primary school. They join 

secondary school when they are 11 or 12 and stay in school until they are 16 or 18.

5.	 What are the main transport routes in the UK?�  

A roads and motorways are the main transport routes.

6.	 Why do you think travel by car, van, taxi or bus are the most common ways of travelling in 
the UK?�  

Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think these are the most common ways of travelling as 

they are the easiest ways to travel on A roads and motorways.

7.	 Which annual sporting events are popular with spectators in the UK?�  

Accept any of the following: Wimbledon, the Open, the Grand National.

8.	 Name a popular food found all over the UK.�  

fish and chips

9.	 When did Queen Elizabeth II become Queen?�  

1952

10.	 Where do most visitors to the UK come from and why do you think they visit the UK? 

Pupils’ own responses, such as: Most visitors come from Europe. I think this is because it 

is easy to travel to the UK from Europe.
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United Kingdom
The United Kingdom
The United Kingdom is made up of Scotland, England, 
Wales and Northern Ireland. It is found in north-western 
Europe. The UK is surrounded by the English Channel to 
the south, the North Atlantic Ocean and the Irish Sea 
to the west, and the North Sea to the east and north. 
Apart from mainland UK and Northern Ireland, the UK 
has upwards of 1000 smaller islands such as Shetland, 
Orkney, Fair Isle, the Outer and Inner Hebrides, the 
Channel Islands, Rockall and the Isle of Wight.

Living in the UK
London, the capital city of the UK, has a mixed, multicultural population. For 
hundreds of years, people from all over the world have come to live in the UK. 
This has led to a diverse society where different languages and traditions can be 
experienced. 

Languages of the UK
In the UK, English is the official language spoken. Welsh is also an official 
language and children in Wales must learn Welsh until they are sixteen years 
old. Gaelic is spoken in north-west Scotland. Irish is spoken in Northern Ireland 
and Cornish is spoken in Cornwall, in the south-west of England. Around the UK, 
different languages, dialects and accents are spoken. In London alone, over 300 
languages are spoken.

Weather around the UK
People in the United Kingdom can experience many 
different types of weather in a single day. The 
climate of the UK is generally cool, often cloudy 
and rainy. Temperatures in the north of Scotland 

Did You Know…?
In the past, Britain ruled over many different countries around the world. 
These countries were part of the British Empire. Many British citizens are 
descended from people who arrived in the UK from other parts of the British 
Empire. Nowadays, many countries and colonies that were once ruled over 
by Britain have become independent.  
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and the south of England can differ by 100C to 150C. January and February 
are usually the coldest months in the UK, with temperatures ranging anywhere 
between below 000C and 1000C. In June, July and August, temperatures can be 
in the range of 200C to 300C.

Education in the UK
Education in the UK differs slightly from country to 
country. Children normally go to nursery school 
and then start school at the age of 5. Primary 
school lasts up until the age of 11 or 12 and 
then children move on to secondary education. 
Young people can leave secondary school at age 
16 or continue until they are 18. Many then 
move on to further education colleges or higher 
education at university.

Getting Around 
A roads and motorways are the main transport routes in the UK. 
Travel by car, van, taxi or bus are the most common ways of 
travelling. People can also use public transport, such as buses, 
trains, trams and ferries. Public transport in rural areas is less 
frequent. In some cities in the UK, there are underground and 
overground trains that make crossing the city easier. Some 
cities like Manchester, Sheffield and Edinburgh also have 
trams. Cycling is becoming much more popular and 
many people now commute to work by bike.

Sport
Cricket, football, rugby and golf all began in the UK and continue to 
be extremely popular. Many people in the UK enjoy watching and 
taking part in these sports. Horse racing, cycling and motor sports 
are also very popular. The UK has played host to major sporting 
events like the Olympics and the Commonwealth Games. Annual 
sporting events like Wimbledon (tennis), the Open (golf) and the 
Grand National (horse racing) attract large audiences at each event 
and through television or the Internet.

United Kingdom
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Food
The multicultural population of the UK means that 
food can also be varied and diverse. Food from 
across the world can be found alongside 
traditional foods. Fish and chips are 
popular all over the UK. There are over 
10,000 fish and chip shops throughout 
the United Kingdom. Cod and haddock are 
used to make fish and chips. The fish is dipped in batter 
and fried until crispy. 

Tourism
Over 40 million people visited the UK from abroad in 2018. The 
UK is the 6th biggest tourist destination in the world. Most visitors 
come from Europe. In London, many historic sites like Big Ben, the 
Tower of London or Buckingham Palace attract thousands of 
visitors. Around the UK, many people visit places like Edinburgh 
Castle, Stonehenge, Loch Ness, Skara Brae, Titanic Belfast, the 
Eden Project, Blackpool Tower, Caernarfon Castle and Cheddar 
Gorge throughout the year.

United Kingdom

Did You Know…?
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II has ruled for longer than any other king or 
queen in British history. She became queen in 1952. The Queen is devoted 
to her duty as monarch and she is highly regarded and much loved by the 
general public. 
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Questions
1.	 Why could the United Kingdom be described as an island nation?�

�
�
�

2.	 	At one time it was said that the sun did not set on the British Empire. 
What does this mean?�
�
�

3.	 Is it fair to say that everyone speaks English in the UK?�

�

4.	 Is winter in the south of England the same as winter in the north of Scotland?  
Explain your answer.�

�

5.	 What options for further study do young people have after leaving secondary school  
in the UK?�

�

6.	 Why do you think public transport in rural areas of the UK is less frequent?�

�

7.	 Of all the sports popular in the UK, which do you think is most popular? Give reasons  
for your answer.�

�

8.	 Why do you think fish and chips is such a popular food across the UK?�

�

9.	 Why do you think Queen Elizabeth II is highly regarded by the general public?�

�

10.	 Where would you most like to visit in the UK? Explain why.�
�
�

United  Kingdom
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Answers
1.	 Why could the United Kingdom be described as an island nation?�  

Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think it could be described as an island nation because it is 

surrounded by oceans and seas and there are many islands that are a part of the country.

2.	 	At one time it was said that the sun did not set on the British Empire. 
What does this mean?�  

Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think this means that the British Empire included many 

countries all around the world and that it was always daytime in one of them.

3.	 Is it fair to say that everyone speaks English in the UK?�  

Pupils’ own responses, such as: No I don’t this is fair to say because, even though English 

is the official language of the UK, people could speak many different languages.

4.	 Is winter in the south of England the same as winter in the north of Scotland?  
Explain your answer.�  

Pupils’ own responses, such as: No because temperatures in the north of Scotland and 

south of England can differ by 100C to 150C.

5.	 What options for further study do young people have after leaving secondary school  
in the UK?�  

Further education colleges or higher education at university.

6.	 Why do you think public transport in rural areas of the UK is less frequent?�  

Pupils’ own responses, such as: less people in rural areas.

7.	 Of all the sports popular in the UK, which do you think is most popular? Give reasons  
for your answer.�  

Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think the most popular sport is football because 

everyone likes football and lots of people support different teams.

8.	 Why do you think fish and chips is such a popular food across the UK?�  

Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think fish and chips is a popular food because it is tasty 

and there are lots of shops across the country.

United  Kingdom
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9.	 Why do you think Queen Elizabeth II is highly regarded by the general public?�  

Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think that Queen Elizabeth II is highly regarded because 

she is devoted to her duty as monarch. 

10.	 Where would you most like to visit in the UK? Explain why.�  

Pupils’ own responses, such as: I would most like to visit Stonehenge because I have read 

about it and it sounds like a really interesting place to visit.

United  Kingdom Answers
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