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Vocabulary Definition 

River  A winding watercourse that flows. 

Estuary The wide part of a river that joins the sea. 

Meander The bend in a river. 

Source The starting point of a river. 

Mouth Where the river flows into the sea or ocean. 

Tributary A small river or stream which flows into a larger one. 

Water cycle The cycle of water between the Earth’s oceans, sky and land. 

Water 
pollution  

When harmful substances  enter the water and make it 

unclean and unsafe e.g.– oil spills. 

Flood plain  The area of flat land around a river which can flood. 

Drainage Basin An area of land where a rainwater runs into a river and its 

tributaries. 
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